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• Cohesion species concept?
• What does the new species mean, ethically and legally?
• What caused the speciation event?
• What is an ultraconserved element?
• How important is sample size?
• How do we know the morphological differences aren’t plastic?
• What does locus occupancy mean?
• This may be just a me issue, but whenever I see PCA's I feel weird. Like I understand what is going 

on and why people do them (they are pretty and fun to look at), but I get a bit concerned when 
people start to make bold claims about them (e.g. the circles don't overlap so the two groups are 
different) without running some type of stats on them (like an RDA). Or just treating PC axes as the 
most biologically meaningful. Is it just a thing with morphology (or other fields of high 
dimensionality) to do a PCA and not worry about the stats behind it?

• Why do trapdoor spiders bring me so much joy?
• What was the purpose of RANDSNP? What is ABBA-BABA? VAE analyses? Hardy-Weinberg?
• When do you need an outgroup?
• The only thing I find a bit complex is naming a new taxon when you don't have enough 

morphological characteristics to recognize it in the field. It doesn't seem entirely viable or 
practical. But one thing I like about this approach is the idea that we should conserve genetic 
diversity (not the diversity of species as such).

• Naming species after people? After living people?
• I am not an animal person, but I am interested in how they get the DNA sample from the 

specimens. Like they get the DNA from the legs, but do they have to kill the spider to do that?


